[Prognosis and trends in bypass surgery].
Various long-term prospective studies evaluated subgroups of patients obtaining benefits of prognosis and life quality by undergoing CABG (coronary artery bypass grafting). Early and late graft failure was a recurrent problem. A significant reduction of early graft occlusion was possible by using platelet inhibitory drugs or anticoagulant therapy while IMA grafts showed an excellent long-term patency preventing late graft failure. Additionally IMA grafts improved life expectancy and reduced the risk of myocardial infarction. Although the number of high risk patients and emergency procedures increased the over all mortality rate decreased.